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W e have tried to create a product that will pro-
vide you an easy way to learn and perform these 
compositions with a full ensemble in the comfort 
of your own home. The following mmo features and 
techniques will help you maximize the effectiveness 
of the mmo practice and performance system:

Because it involves a fixed accompaniment 
performance, there is an inherent lack of flex-
ibility in tempo. We have observed generally 
accepted tempi, and always in the originally in-
tended key, but some may wish to perform at a 
different tempo, or to slow down or speed up the 
accompaniment for practice purposes; or to alter 

the piece to a more comfortable key. You can 
purchase from mmo specialized cd players & re-
corders which allow variable speed while main-
taining proper pitch, and vice versa. This is an 
indispensable tool for the serious musician and 
you may wish to look into purchasing this useful 
piece of equipment for full enjoyment of all your 
mmo editions.

We want to provide you with the most useful 
practice and performance accompaniments pos-
sible. If you have any suggestions for improving the 
mmo system, please feel free to contact us. You can 
reach us by e-mail at info@musicminusone.com.

SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THIS MMO EDITION
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FOREWORD

This album is actually the culmination of some-
thing that started a long time ago. When I was 13 
years old, I was endorsing trumpets for the Leblanc 
Corporation.  At that time, having a love for the tenor 
sax, I asked Vito Pascucci (the president of the com-
pany) if he would send me a Tenor Saxophone to try, 
which he did. I took one lesson to learn the fingerings 
and then went off on my own. I drifted off to the alto, 
which was lighter to hold and higher in pitch—closer 
to the trumpet—and never had time in my busy 
career to fulfill what I heard in my head and loved 
regarding the tenor. With the help of Irv Kratka at 
MMO, I have now, 50 years later—after an illustri-
ous career that I wouldn’t trade for anything—ful-
filled that dream, for which I am very thankful. Let 
me say something about these wonderful tracks that 
I used for this album from the first and historic MMO 
recordings of 1952. Being primarily an “ear player,” I 
didn’t enjoy practicing out of a book when I was a kid, 
and simply wanted to play the music I already heard 
in my head right away. These early MMO albums 
allowed me the freedom to do that and contributed 
greatly to my being able to shape my own sound and 
style as a jazz artist.  Little did I know later in my life 
I would get the privilege to play, record and become 
friends with some of the jazz legends on this original 
MMO record. Let me say something also about the 
music on this album. I approached this album like 
I was putting together a set to play at a jazz club on 
52nd street in NYC during the golden age of jazz, 
when you could walk down that street on any given 
night and hear tenor players like Coleman Hawkins, 
Lester Young, Stan Getz and many more playing in 
clubs. I wanted to incorporate all the “nuances” that I 
love about this style of jazz that I learned from being 
mentored by the greats from an early age, with sound, 
feel, expression, dynamics and “relaxed groove” being 
paramount. This rhythm section provides a canvas to 
do that without equal. My basic advice to the student 
is: When you play, try to tell a story, make it swing and 
create beauty!

I would like to first thank my mom and dad, 
both wonderful musicians, for providing me the 
environment to pursue music. My mom would 
sit me on her knee when I was three years old 
and play the piano (she played like Count Basie) 
teaching me hundreds of beautiful standards, 
like the ones on this album, that are the very 
fabric of my musical soul. My dad, beside being 
my first trumpet teacher, would sit at my bedside 
and put on beautiful melodic operatic music, and 
Debussy—as he was a conductor—and make up 
stories to the music to put me asleep instead of 
reading from a normal children’s book.  I would 
like to thank my wife Diana of 32 years for the 
continual and ongoing support, which has been 
a constant source of stability both in life and 
career.

I also would like to thank my friend Les Silver of 
RS Berkeley Instruments for providing me with the 
Virtuoso Vintage Tenor and Stan Getz legend mouth-
piece I used on this album, both truly a joy to play; 
along with Robert Polan and Kristen Mckeon of Rico 
Reeds for providing the reeds used on this recording. 
As any saxophone player will tell you, without a good 
reed all is for naught. 

I haven’t recorded by choice since my TV show 
closed, and I would like to thank my dear friend and 
jazz great Chick Corea, who is always an inspiration 
for all the encouragement, along with Beverly Getz 
for carrying forward the legacy of her dad who was 
one of the inspirations for this album, and last but 
not least, my dear friend and master teacher Herk 
Faranda, who gave me so much support preparing 
for this project. 

I would like to dedicate this album to my beauti-
ful new grandchild, Waverly, who is definitely “Too 
Marvelous For Words” and came into the world 
during the recording of this album—certainly a 
good omen!

Enjoy !
—Glenn Zottola - December 2011
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Poor Butterfly

Words by JOHN L. GOLDEN

Music by RAYMOND HUBBELL

©2012 Ramapo Music (BMI)  

Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sometimes I'm Happy
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